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By PIA  CATTON

Richard Pasquarelli's digital paintings are making construction sites around the city a little

nicer to look at. Three of the artist's works—one of which, "Restore the View," went up

Saturday on Barclay Street—are part of the latest installment of the Downtown Alliance for

New York's public-art program, known as Re:Construction.

"The idea was to use construction barriers

as canvases for temporary public art," said

Elizabeth H. Berger, the president of the

Downtown Alliance, whose initiatives for

lower Manhattan also include projects

ranging from sidewalk improvement to

expanded wireless internet service to the

annual outdoor River to River music and film

series.

Re:Construction was launched in 2007 as a

pilot program to mitigate the public effect of

construction, which, whether seen, heard or

felt, is an everyday part of life in New York.

"Community leaders were looking at big and small ways of helping lower Manhattan residents,

building owners and workers live through one of the largest construction projects in the city,"

Ms. Berger said of the work in and around the World Trade Center site.

To select the artists, the Alliance works with four local art curators. It then identifies artists

who would be willing and able to work within an established set of guidelines. Works of art

that are intended for construction sites have to be easy to maintain and de-install. They also

have to be somewhat modular, in case the site's dimensions change.

"We've had work that's two-dimensional,

some that are more sculptural, some that are

weaving," said Ms. Berger of the projects

that have been installed on parapet walls,

timber barriers and Jersey barriers.

Mr. Pasquarelli's prints are on stretched vinyl

that covers plywood scaffolding. The

parameters involved with the material

structured his creative process. "It couldn't

have a narrative running through. It had to

be printed on mesh to allow air to go

through," the artist said.

The most arresting of the designs is "Secret

Gardens," which will be installed in mid-

September on Chambers Street between

West and Greenwich streets. The trompe
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Guillermo Stuart

Lordy Rodriguez's 'Water Movements' at Fulton and

Pearl streets.
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Bryan Derballa for The Wall Street Journal

Artist Richard Pasquarelli stands in front of his new

public-art installation, 'Restore the View,' on Barclay

Street in Lower Manhattan. The image of clouds and

sky is printed on vinyl and stretches along the top of

construction scaffolding. Mr. Pasquarelli created the

work with the help of the Alliance for Downtown New

York.

View Full  Image

U.S. Edition Home Log In

More News, Quotes, Companies, Videos SEARCH

http://www.smartmoney.com/
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/accuweather-detailed-forecast.html?name=New%20York,%20NY&location=10005&u=http%3A//www.accuweather.com/hosted/wsj/wsj.asp%3Flocation%3D10005%26metric%3D0http%3A//www.accuweather.com/hosted/wsj/wsj.asp%3Flocation%3D10005%26metric%3D0
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/accuweather-detailed-forecast.html?name=New%20York,%20NY&location=10005&u=http%3A//www.accuweather.com/hosted/wsj/wsj.asp%3Flocation%3D10005%26metric%3D0http%3A//www.accuweather.com/hosted/wsj/wsj.asp%3Flocation%3D10005%26metric%3D0
http://online.wsj.com/home-page
http://online.wsj.com/itp?mod=WSJ_formfactor
http://online.wsj.com/video?mod=WSJ_formfactor
http://blogs.wsj.com/?mod=WSJ_formfactor
http://online.wsj.com/community?mod=WSJ_formfactor
http://online.wsj.com/search/aggregate.html?article-doc-type=%7BNY+Culture%7D
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3a08/0/0/%2a/k;209956806;0-0;0;46823251;4252-336/280;35139266/35157096/1;;~okv=;!category=;page=article;msrc=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4;p39=227;p39=220;;mc=b2pfreezone_super;tile=5;sz=300x250,336x280,300x600,336x850;;~aopt=6/1/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttps://w1.buysub.com/pubs/D2/BSW/Microsite_Index.jsp?cds_page_id=53753&cds_mag_code=BSW&cds_response_key=W0AZBBAD
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3a08/0/0/%2a/d;223842848;0-0;1;46823251;33675-377/135;36054455/36072341/1;;~okv=;!category=;page=article;msrc=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4;;mc=b2pfreezone_super;tile=4;sz=377x135;;~aopt=2/1/ee/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://commerce.wsj.com/auth/login?roles=FREEREG-BASE&reg-track-code=ss5_0310
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704147804575455494033046842.html?mod=WSJ_article_RecentColumns_NYCulture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703369704575461642104995692.html?mod=WSJ_article_RecentColumns_NYCulture
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459841509043962.html?mod=WSJ_article_RecentColumns_NYCulture
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2010/08/31/for-tennis-fans-drinking-enough-water-is-a-pricey-proposition/?mod=rss_WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2010/08/31/on-tapes-bombing-suspect-talks-about-taking-out-synagogue/?mod=rss_WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2010/08/31/at-us-open-absolutely-no-flag-waving-allowed/?mod=rss_WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2010/08/31/after-shoplifting-arrest-giulianis-daughter-told-to-stay-out-of-trouble/?mod=rss_WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://online.wsj.com/public/search?article-doc-type=%7BNY+Culture%7D&HEADER_TEXT=ny+culture
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-news.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-sports.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-culture.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-realestate.html
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2010/09/01/hurricane-earl-forecast-even-odds-for-a-hamptons-hit/
http://online.wsj.com/article/BL-METROB-7427.html?mod=WSJ_NewYork_NewsReel
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704421104575463893788843412.html?mod=WSJ_NewYork_NewsReel
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704421104575463893788843412.html?mod=WSJ_NewYork_NewsReel
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703467004575463781854003738.html?mod=WSJ_NewYork_NewsReel
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703467004575463672837177224.html?mod=WSJ_NewYork_NewsReel
http://online.wsj.com/#
http://online.wsj.com/#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-global-world.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_world_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-world-business.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_us_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-main.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_newyork_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-business-us.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_business_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-financial-markets-stock.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_markets_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-tech-technology.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_tech_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-personal-finance.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_personalfinance_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-lifestyle-arts-entertainment.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_lifeculture_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-opinion-commentary.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_opinion_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-career-jobs.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_careers_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-real-estate-homes.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_realestate_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-small-business-marketing.html?mod=WSJ_topnav_smallbusiness_main
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-culture.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#articleTabs=article
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#articleTabs_comments
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/search/term.html?KEYWORDS=PIA+CATTON&bylinesearch=true
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4#
http://online.wsj.com/home
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://online.barrons.com/home
http://allthingsd.com/
http://www.fins.com/


9/1/10 1:41 PMConstructive Ideas for City's Eyesores - WSJ.com

Page 2 of 4http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575459683495926088.html?mod=WSJ_ArtsEnt_LifestyleArtEnt_4

Broadway Shows

Lincoln Center

Metropolitan Opera

NY Philharmonic

American Ballet Theater

Museum of Modern Art

Most Popular

2. Opinion: Social Security Bait and Switch

3. Paying Off the House in 15 Years

4. Opinion: Robert Barro: The Folly of Subsidizing
Unemployment

5. Opinion: James Freeman: Glenn Beck's Happy Warriors

Most Read Articles Feed

Finance & Accounting Jobs POST A
JOB

After Shoplifting Arrest, Giuliani's Daughter Told to Stay
Out of Trouble

Waiters File Suit Against Pasta King Michael White

See All

RSS Feed

People Who Viewed This Also Viewed...

More in New York-Culture

Looking Back, Falling Ahead

Uniting Against Cancer

At Emmy Parties, Swag Sparkles

Transforming Guilt Into Personal Prose

MoMA Marches to the Beat of History

Related Topics

Build a successful business in your community 
Become a State Farm agent »

Equity Research Associate - Utilities - UBS AG

R&D Tax Director - PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Business Banker 1st 28th Financial Center - Citigroup Inc.

Multi-Asset Client Solutions Group - BlackRock Inc.

Click here for more finance and acocunting jobs from FINS.com »

On WSJ.com In My Network

Home Is Where the Glow Is

Selling 800 Bags in 16 Minutes

A Triumph of Pure Packaging

The Netherlands Finds Its Flavor

A Fine Time for Wine

Video

New Yorkers Fight
Back Against
Crappy Courts
4:14

Walkabout NY:
Fashion
Photographer's
Runway Tips
3:42

Mayor Bloomberg's
Faith Frames
Mosque Debate
4:54

   

Read Emailed Video Commented Searches

1. Coast Keeps Eye on Earl

Share:

Email Printer Friendly Order Reprints

JOURNAL COMMUNITYAdd a Comment
We welcome your thoughtful comments. Please comply with our Community rules.

All comments will display your real name.

Track replies to my comment Go to Comments tab

Related Stories

Looking Back, Falling Ahead  

Yesterday 12:01 A.M.

MoMA Marches to the Beat of History  

Yesterday 12:01 A.M.

When Creator and Owner Clash  

Yesterday 12:01 A.M.

New Mural at Bowery and Houston  

8/28/2010

Related Videos

8/24/2010
Luxury travel in

Ireland picks up as
prices drop

8/26/2010
PM Report: Dow

Closes Below 10,000

MORE IN NEW YORK-CULTURE

l'oeilx print has the appearance of an ivy-covered wall with small portals that allow the viewer

to peak in at private gardens on the other side.

Among the Re:Construction projects currently up for view are Maya Barkai's "Walking Men

99," a 500-foot-long work surrounding the Silverstein Properties construction site at 99 Church

Street that depicts 99 versions of the "walk" traffic signal as seen around the world, and Lordy

Rodriguez's "Water Movements," a mural at Fulton and Pearl streets that takes the form of a

winding river.

"I tend to work with melancholy and

ambiguity, but in a public venue, I didn't

want to do that," said Mr. Pasquarelli, who is

represented by Salomon Contemporary

gallery in Chelsea.

For this project, his goal was simply "to stop

people and get their attention." The solution

was to insert natural elements into the

cityscape. On Saturday, he put up "Restore

the View," an abstracted sky pattern located

at the site of CUNY's Fiterman Hall

construction project on Barclay Street. Mr.

Pasquarelli's third work for Re:Construction,

"Hours of the Day," is a graphic play on the windows of the W Hotel at 123 Washington St., at

Albany Street, where the work will be installed in late September.

Mr. Pasquarelli is the first artist to have three works up at the same time. "It's a Pasquarelli-

fest," Ms. Berger said. "They are profound visually, but inexpensive to produce and apply. In

all three cases, what will be compelling is that the work relates to what is happening at that

site."
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Richard Pasquarelli

Mr. Pasquarelli's 'Secret Gardens,' which is slated to

go up on Chambers Street in mid-September.
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